
Blog Your Portfolio
Craig Swanson, CreativeTechs



About CreativeTechs:
Tech Support for Seattle-area Creative Teams.

100% Referral-based Company!

Who: Design Studios; Ad Agencies; Photographers; 
Video Producers; In-House Creative; Etc...

What: Outsourced IT Support.

Where: Seattle, Eastside, Lynwood, South Center.

How: Primarily Membership Support Relationships.

Why: Because this is what we love!



Weekly Tips Email Newsletter
Since 2004

CreativeTechs:
www.creativetechs.com/tips



Added Blog Version
May 2006

CreativeTechs:
www.creativetechs.com/iq



CreativeTechs:
www.creativetechs.com/iq
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Common Frustrations
with Portfolio Sites:
(Draw Complaints from Audience)

Difficult — Hard to Update.

Stale — No Current Work!

Hidden — Poor ranking in web search.

Antisocial — Hard to refer.

Confused! — Where to start?



Who is this talk for?

Studios
With
No

Website.

Studios
With a
Stale

Website.

Studios with a Flash website.



What’s Next?

HOW? WHY?



HOW:
Three Steps to Blog.



Examples: UmamiDesign.com

 



Examples: OrderedList.com

 



Examples: Fitch.com/news

 

Text



Examples: erik-powell.com

 



Easy: The 60-Second Blog

Step 1: Setup Free Account.

Use Your FTP settings. (Optional)

Step 2: Choose a Template.

Step 3: Start Posting Work!



The Blog Design:
Templates

Example Blogger Templates:

workerbees.com

coolstone.com/blog

chasejarvis.com/blog



Examples: chasejaarvis.com

 



Examples: coolstone.com

 



What’s Next?

WHY? END



Why Blog?
Blogging For Studios.



What’s Missing
For Most Studios?

1: Easy.

2: Fresh. 

3: Linkable. 

4: Findable.

5: Proactive.



Tour of Seattle’s 
Design Studio 

Websites...



12% 9%

18%

62%

Over a Year Old
6 Months Old
3 Months Old
1 Month Old

Text

Ho
Fresh:

How current is news?



Linkable Test:
Can I link a single page?

Yes
45%

No
55%



Searchable Test:
Can Google search me?

The Google Test:

site:example.com

Sample Searches:

Safeco Annual Report?

Shurgard Annual Report?

Yes
45%

No
55%



The Problem with Flash:

Yes
45%

No
55%

Other
41%

Flash
59%

Linkable-Searchable
Sites

Flash-Based
Sites



Start Blogging...
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